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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road       ▪       Quakertown, PA 18951       ▪        610-346-6700       ▪       www.springfieldbucks.org  

 

Board of Supervisors   
 

MINUTES  
 

August 12, 2008 
 

Jim Brownlow, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Supervisors Present:  Jim Brownlow, Barbara Lindtner, Volker Oakey and Rob Zisko. Absent: Karen Bedics 
Also present: Sandy Everitt, Secretary/Treasurer; Terry Clemons, Solicitor; Rich Schilling, Township Manager; and 
Bob Wynn, Township Engineer.   
 
The Board held two executive sessions to discuss legal issues.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Rob Zisko moved to accept the July 8, 2008, minutes as presented. Volker Oakey seconded.; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

Bills for Approval 
 

Jim Brownlow moved to approve the bills for $103,852.91 listed on the July 9 – August 12, 2008, bills list. Volker 
Oakey seconded. The large payment of $32,393.97 to Palisades School District EIT was an annual percentage 
payment for collecting Earned Income Tax for the township. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Reports 
 

Road Department – Posted 
Code Enforcement – Posted. Rob Zisko requested information about the enforcement notice on the family on 
Pleasant Hollow Road. Rich Schilling will provide details to the Board on this case. The report was accepted as 
distributed.  
 
Terry Clemons noted the Board discussed in Executive Session whether to appeal a decision by the District Justice 
against the township on the Mahl action. Mr. Mahl had counsel at the hearing who presented cases in support of a 
finding of “not guilty.” The township did not have counsel at the hearing.  
 
Barbara Lindtner moved to authorize the township’s solicitor to research the court cases presented at the Mahl  
hearing. If case law supports the township’s position, the solicitor is authorized to appeal the District Justice’s 
decision. If case law does not uphold enforcement of Ordinance #48, no appeal will be made. Volker Oakey 
seconded. Rob Zisko is not in favor of appealing the District Magistrate’s decision. Rob is agreeable to rewriting 
Ordinance #48 to make it a more enforceable document, but he does not feel we should use taxpayers’ money to 
appeal this decision. Rob also requested an update on the Palumbo Zoning Hearing Board case, appealed by the 
township in October 2007, and about which the Board has received no feedback. Jim Brownlow called for the 
question. Voting Yes: Jim Brownlow, Barbara Lindtner, Volker Oakey. Voting No: Rob Zisko. The motion passed.  
Volker Oakey feels the current Ordinance does need revision; however, he does not feel the township can ignore the 
ordinance in place until that revision takes place.  
 
Jim Brownlow moved to authorize the township’s solicitor to prepare a draft rewrite of Ordinance #48 (adopted in 
1986) for the Board’s review prior to advertising the ordinance. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Police Report – Posted on website. Chief Laudenslager reported the department handled 48 incidents in July, which 
included 5 criminal offenses and 3 traffic accidents involving 4 vehicles with no fatalities. Property stolen was valued 
at $250 with no property recovered. The police continue providing traffic control for the Farmers Market each 
Wednesday. On July 21, fitness testing for police candidates and current police took place—everyone passed. Jim 
Brownlow asked for a summary of the hiring process. Chief Laudenslager indicated there are currently 6 candidates 
that will be reduced to 2 final candidates who will then be interviewed by the Board. The first oral review panel for 
police candidates will take place on August 21 and will be conducted by 2 police chiefs, a police corporal, and a 
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criminal investigator. Chief Laudenslager will be a spectator at the August 21 interviews. Next, Rich Schilling, 
township manager, and Chief Laudenslager will interview the 6 candidates, and following that interview, the top 2 
candidates will be referred to the Board for their final review. After the Board approves the candidates, they will 
receive a conditional offer of employment. At that point, they will go through psychological, polygraph and 
background investigations, as well as physical examinations. After successful completion of those examinations,  
full-time employment will be extended to the applicants for a probationary period of one year.   
  
Township Manager – Rich Schilling reported he met with Pete Sleeman and Hans Reimann (Open Space 
Committee), Bobb Carson (Planning Commission) and Ted Evans (Open Space Coordinator for the Open Space Plan 
revision) on July 30. Rich attended a Community Day meeting on August 7. This committee has been working hard 
on final details and he is working with the Committee on funding issues. Rich acknowledged Bob Wynn and Terry 
Clemons for their generous sponsorship of Community Day. The Board will help with posting of Community Day 
signs. Rob Zisko and Rich Schilling both volunteered to serve in the Dunk Tank.  
 
Rich said that the AMS Company who received the bid for seal coating work on township roads received a dramatic 
increase from their supplier for asphalt. Although the bid document did not contain an escalator clause, AMS is 
asking the township to accept an increase of $39,000+ over the bid amount (half of the price increase to AMS from 
their supplier). Our solicitor checked with our PennDOT representative who advised him that because the township’s 
bid was for more than 100 tons of bituminous seal coat, the township is subject to paying the additional cost to AMS 
from his supplier. Even if the township reduced the amount of our bid by 10%, it still would exceed the 100 ton limit. 
Rich Pursell, road master, feels the submitted roads all need to be resurfaced this year. After Rich investigates the 
price from the supplier to authenticate the increase quoted by AMS, Rich Pursell would like the Board to authorize 
the expenditure of an additional $39,000+ to do the seal coating on the roads approved by the Board. Rich Schilling 
pointed out that the higher price we would now be paying AMS was equivalent to the bid submitted by the next 
highest bidder. After several questions, Volker Oakey moved to approve an increase in the payment to AMS of an 
amount not to exceed $40,000 to be taken from the Liquid Fuels fund, subject to a review of the price increase from 
the supplier to AMS. Rich Schilling added that Banko Lane, added to the original road list approved by the Board, 
would not be seal coated this year. Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Karen Bedics (who was not present) asked Rich Schilling to update the Board on some several projects. First, Rich 
spoke to PennDOT about the pedestrian crosswalks in Springtown. They are preparing a letter to the township giving 
their approval for the crosswalks requested. Second, regarding the investigation of the status of township properties 
in Ag Security, the research of past action taken on properties in the Ag Security District is almost completed. Rich 
now needs to coordinate his findings with Scott MacNair. Final information should be available for a meeting in 
September. There are a few properties added during 1998 and 1999 for which he cannot locate resolutions on file. 
However, approximately 95% of the properties in Ag Security have township resolutions. Scott will checking 
whether all Ag Security properties are also recorded and on file with Bucks County. 
 
Rob Zisko mentioned that five new Ag Security District applications have come in which are being reviewed by the 
Ag Security Committee.  
 
At a May meeting with PennDOT representatives the township was advised that no roads have been added to the 
township’s Liquid Fuels listing since 1990. Debbie Godshall did an in-depth study of subdivision roads accepted by 
the township and came up with a number of roads that had to be added to the Liquid Fuels listing. Scott MacNair 
prepared Resolution No. 2008-07 for the Board to review and adopt. Rob Zisko moved that Resolution 2008-07 be 
adopted which states that Resolution of the Board of Supervisors of Springfield Township, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, accepting the following Roads in Springfield Township: Jake’s Place in the Saddle Ridge Subdivision; 
Shirley Lane and Main Street in Silver Creek Community Subdivision; Woodbyne Road in Spring Hill Estates 
Subdivision; High Meadow Road in High Meadow Farm Subdivision; and Allison Road in Penn Meadows. Barbara 
Lindtner seconded; the motion passed unanimously. The Board executed four copies of Resolution 2008-07.  
 

Public Comment – None 
 

Planning Matter 
 

1.  Cuff Subdivision (Passer Road) – Site status/escrow reduction request. Bob Wynn referred to his August 5, 
2008, letter regarding this subdivision. In it, Bob notes that the roadwork required for this subdivision was  
satisfactorily completed. Bob recommends that $48,813.20 of the Improvement Escrow funds be released. Escrow 
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funds will be retained for on-lot work that remains to be accomplished. Barbara Lindtner moved to release 
$48,813.20 of the Improvement Escrow fund for the Cuff Subdivision. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
2.  Dushant Sharma – Extension Expiration – The period for Board action on this plan expires on September 9. At 
their August 6 meeting, the Planning Commission recommended denial of this plan by the Board based upon the 
outstanding items from the engineering review letter of July 16, 2007, and the July 6, 2007, BCPC review.  
 
Following a question of what could happen if the plan was denied, Terry Clemons stated: 
1) The plan will be void and the applicant would need to re-apply under the new Zoning Ordinance, or 
2) The applicant can appeal an absolute denial, or  
3) If it is a conditional denial, and an extension is received by September 9, the plan remains in place. 
 
Rob Zisko moved that this plan be denied if no extension is received by 4:30 p.m. on September 9, 2008, and also for 
the reasons set forth in the township engineer’s review letter of June 16, 2007, and the July 6, 2007, BCPC letter. 
Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
3.  Brinley Court – Extension Expiration – An extension was received today for this plan.  
 

Old Business 
 

1.  Lease Review for Township Property on Peppermint Road – The Board received a draft of the Ground Lease 
Agreement drawn up by Scott MacNair. Terry Clemons feels that Rich Schilling can use this draft as a base for his 
discussions with Mr. Longacre, with items still to be discussed for inclusion in the final draft:  

• How much herbicide and fertilizer does he propose using? 
• What type of herbicide and fertilizer does he plan to use? 
• Number of times he will mow the perimeter of the lot in a season. 
• Amount of liability insurance Mr. Longacre has. 

Rich will work with Mr. Longacre to obtain this information, after which he will bring the draft agreement to the Board 
for approval. 
 

New Business 
 

1.  Springtown Water Authority Quarterly Update & Request to Waive Fees - Ken Simmons noted that Dennis 
Steskal is back working on the SWA Board, following recovery for recent major surgery. Progress has been slower 
than anticipated because of the difficulty obtaining acceptable bids on work required on the system. Replacement of 
all of the old meters with 215 radio control meters in Springtown took place before the end of the first quarter under 
the oversight of Dick Cernok. The meters permit a diagnostic program to study the system, enable a quick method of 
locating meters not recording properly, and help to detect leaks in the lines. Additionally, it now takes 30 minutes to 
read the meters instead of the 12 hours required for reading the old meters.  
 
There were approximately $5,200 dollars in delinquent accounts at the end of 2007. Because of personal contact with 
homeowners by Dick Cernok, the amount of delinquent accounts was only $146 by July 2008. System users received 
the Customer Confidence Report on the quality of water that indicated the water quality was equal to or better than 
the requirements.   
 
Ken brought the Board up-to-date on progress toward the 5-year plan submitted to the township. The Authority 
recently awarded a bid contract (approximately $262,000) for a 150,000 gallon stainless steel storage tank as well as 
a contract for the piping (approximately $97,000) that will accompany that tank to bring the water to the treatment 
house on New Hill Way. Today, they had a bid opening for preparation of the site work. Five bids were received and 
one was very acceptable (approximately $71,000) and those bids will be discussed at the Authority meeting on 
August 13. Awarding of these three contracts should permit completion of the project before cold weather this year.  
 
Dick Cernok presented a report on progress made toward curbing water loss in the system. In 2005, the water system 
was manufacturing 25 million gallons of water, but the meters were recording only 12 million gallons as being sold 
to users, suggesting a huge loss of water. This was a major reason for the early replacement of meters to a state-of-
the-art system. SWA is the first water system in the eastern USA to use these meters, and this system will be a 
prototype for the manufacturer, who will bring representatives of other authorities to Springtown to review the 
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system. Dick initiated a leak detection program in October 2007, and supervisors received a comparison chart (also 
submitted to DEP) showing water use/loss between 2007 and 2008 which indicates considerable improvement. As 
the Authority detects and repairs leaks, the results will continue to improve. 
 
Dick said all improvements planned for the system are looking towards 10 – 15 years in the future. Although a 
150,000-gallon tank is being installed, only 50,000 gallons of that water are actually needed for system use. Another 
90,000 gallons are for fire protection for the entire township. Dick is working with Springtown Fire Department 
officials toward designing a fire protection system that would not rely on other municipalities to provide water for 
Springfield Township fires. In the past, although Springtown Fire Department used water from other municipalities, 
Springfield was unable to assist other municipalities when they needed water. This help will be possible following 
installation of the new tank. The fire hydrants currently installed in the township are unusable because water lines 
feeding them are too small and do not provide enough water to the hydrants. Although the tank will provide enough 
water capacity, the finances at this time will not permit replacement of the lines to the fire hydrants.. 
 
Aimee Douglas reported that the Authority plans to take out a tax-exempt, half-million dollar loan, probably through 
PRWA Financial Services, to do repairs to the system. A carefully planned July rate increase to system users appears 
not to have created any hardships, but additional increases may be required in the future to maintain the system. The 
goal is to create a reserve in the Authority’s bank account that will permit emergency repairs as needed. Rob Zisko 
suggested the Authority consider selling excess water to a water-bottling company to help increase income. Barbara 
Lindtner agreed that this might be a possibility in the future. Dennis Steskal feels that Cooks Creek Watershed would 
have concerns about any sale of water that would draw upon the aquifer. Dick Cernok noted the biggest problem the 
Authority has is that they are one of the smallest public water systems in Pennsylvania. Dick always thought that the 
system could be saved with rate increases and possible expansion. Although expansion is not desirable, it may be a 
necessity in the future. System users can only carry so much of the debt service. He feels that the up-front 
contribution of $190,000 from the Woodbyne Road subdivision and the $300,000 grant were directly responsible for 
saving the system. Aimee said other grant applications have been submitted, but it is unlikely that much will come in 
from those applications. They will learn in December 2008 if grant funds will be coming to them. Aimee gave the 
Board copies of the budget and reviewed it with them. The July rate increase has generated approximately $20,000 
more income to date than the projected budget income.  
 
Ken Simmons indicated they have preliminary approval from the Bucks County Conservation District and the DEP 
for installation of the 150,000-gallon tank. They now need a permit from the township to proceed with work. Ken 
referred to an August 8, 2008, letter he submitted to the supervisors. In it, the Authority requested that the Board 
waive the $1,800 Improvement Escrow plus the $360 Engineer Inspection escrow. The Authority would pay  
engineering expenses through the township as they are incurred up to $360. Barbara Lindtner moved to waive the 
$1,800 Improvement Escrow and the $360 Engineer Inspection Escrow, with the engineer’s fees to be paid through 
the township at cost. Rob Zisko seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Barbara Lindtner moved that the township also waive the permit fee. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. Rich Schilling will inform the Board of the permit cost that was waived. Jim Brownlow commended 
and thanked each of the seven unpaid members of the Authority Board for “taking chaos and making order out of it.”    

2.   Request from Mr. Stamatson – Rich Schilling read an August 6, 2008, letter received from Kenneth Stamatson 
in which he asked the Board to consider reimbursing him from the Christ Development/Financial Security escrow 
account for $2,887.30 that Mr. Stamatson spent to have work completed by DMR Building & Remodeling. Mr. 
Stamatson indicated that the builder would not fix the problems, and thus, he contracted outside help to have the 
problem fixed. Rich requested Bob Wynn to compile a timeline of action with regard to this situation. Rich gave 
Bob’s report, dated August 6, 2008, to the Board and to our township solicitor. After reviewing Bob Wynn’s 
summary letter, Terry Clemons said that because Bob Wynn concludes the builder was not in default of the 
Developer’s and Financial Security Agreement, the township has no grounds to draw funds from the developer’s 
escrow account. Bob Wynn summarized that the original design for this subdivision called for an infiltration system 
that would dewater the property based upon soil conditions that apparently were not accurate. During the spring 
months when the ground is saturated, there is not enough time between rainfalls for it to dewater, and the water 
puddles in Mr. Stamatson’s yard. When Bob’s office first observed this, they recommended that a dewatering pipe be 
installed. The developer agreed to do this work on Mr. Stamatson’s property and on future, undeveloped lots, but Mr. 
Stamatson would not permit him to do the work on his property. While the developer was waiting to receive written 
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permission from Mr. Stamatson to put in the dewatering pipe, Mr. Stamatson hired DMR to do the work, at a fee 
much higher than would have been incurred if the developer had done the work. Bob Wynn’s office was not notified 
prior to the work done by DMR, and was not aware that it had been done until Bob Wynn was contacted by DMR 
and advised that Mr. Stamatson would not pay them because the work was not inspected. DMR then exposed the 
pipe so that Bob Wynn’s office could inspect the work. Bob’s review of this situation concluded that the developer 
was not in default. He did the work required by the plan and agreed to do the extra work necessary to correct the 
defect later found on the plan, but was not permitted to do the work on Mr. Stamatson’s property.   
 
Barbara Lindtner moved to deny Mr. Stamatson’s request for release of $2,887.30 from the Christ Development 
Escrow account as outlined in his letter of August 6, 2008, based upon the township engineer’s recommendation dated 
August 11, 2008, where he states that the developer was not in default of the Developer’s Agreement.  The township 
solicitor is to write a letter to Mr. Stamatson conveying the decision of the Board. Rob Zisko seconded the motion. 
Following a question, Terry clarified for the Board that the township has no right to access a developer’s escrow funds 
unless a default is determined, based upon the township engineer’s inspection. The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Jim Brownlow asked if the developer would be agreeable to returning to Mr. Stamatson what it would have cost if he 
had done the work. Bob Wynn does not feel this is possible, because the developer expects further litigation by Mr. 
Stamatson, no matter what happens in this situation.  
 

Correspondence 
 

Jim Brownlow noted that correspondence received was noted on the agenda. 
 

Public Comments 
 

Sandra Kugler (Springtown) expressed concern about the possibility of future sale of the SWA excess waters. She 
recalls this was a prime reason why residents were concerned about BCWSA’s offer to buy the system. 
 
Rich Schilling said that the Summer 2008 Newsletters were mailed last week and property owners either have 
received or will shortly receive the Newsletters. The Board commended Rose Strong for her work on the Newsletter. 

 
Supervisors Comments - None 

 

Adjournment 
 

At  9:25 p.m. p.m., Jim Brownlow moved to adjourn the meeting. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sandra L. Everitt 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting: September 9, 2008 – 7:30 p.m. (No meeting on August 26) 
Approved:  September 23, 2008      


